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~ta 'ReedelfJe't
ELIZABETH BEEBE

Merry Camellias-and Christmas
Camellias and Christmas seem to

go together as easily as turkey and
cranberry sauce. The holiday hues of
red, green and white are seen most
glowingly in every camellia garden.
The beauty that is Christmas is found
in every camellia blossom. The old,
yet ever new spirit is as true of camel
lias as it is of Christmas and as sure
as we are that Christmas will come
again next year and next year and
next year, so do we know that the
bloom of camellias will repeat in the
same staunch and heartening fashion.
Ever new, and ever undying-how
wonderful it is to have Christmas and
camellias.
Two C's Sitter

The newest thing in "sitters" that
has come to our attention is one for
cats and camellias engaged by one of
our members who went away on a
vacation. It's possible that such a
combination would keep a sitter busy.
If the cats happened to be Siamese
we can imagine it was a one-time per
formance for the sitter. Have to find
out about that-the idea intrigues us.
A Somber Camellia, Too

We we~e most unhappy to lellrn of
the destruction of E. W. "Doc" Mill
er's fine camellia collection by a sud
den brush fire. It was wonderful to
know that he apparently was not too
dismayed and was actually planning
to start afresh before/tlie ashes were
cold. We feel he must have absorbed
some of the unquenchable spirit from
his camellias who through many ages
have been struck down so many times
only to rise again in the most unex
pected places. We hope that of the
new ones that emanate from these
ashes there will come one or more
that will bring extra camellia fame. to
the good 4'Doc."
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Camellias are Good Business Too
Camellias are certainly creeping

·into commerce these days. We see
there is a luscious new shade of Can
non bath' towels labeled "Camellia
Rose," and the dashing 1956 car we
casually referred to as a Pink Pontiac,
now turns out to be a Camellia Cata
lina. These manufacturers are smart
cookies-where could they find great
er glamour than tinting their products
like the subtle hues of Camellias?

Better Late Than -
Belated but sincere congratula

tions are tendered to Vern and Billie
McCaskill (McCaskill Gardens), to
Harvey Short, and to William Wood
roof, for their awards from the A C S.
A Highly Commended Certificate was
awarded the first two for their japon
icas 'Billie McCaskill' and 'Guest of
!!QnQ.h. respectively while ttre"A CS
Award of Merit went to William
Woodroof for his seedling 'Reg Rag
land.' ---=---~.._.
~

The Birds
Mrs. Helen Shearer, officer of the

local Audubon Society comments that
of the bird world she would saythat
the humming bird is more attracted
to camellias than any other bird. Well,
camellias ought to be satisfied with
that. We would never mind being
hovered over by a "hummer." Too
bad we can't attract one as well as
the teeniest camellia.

And the Bees
There .seems to be a general feel

ing that the bees are getting too much
credit for the production of hybrid
camellias. There is this to be said on
the subject - the arguments are one
sided and words only beat fruitlessly
against the busy hum of the bees who
little care which side gets the credit.
What we know is - the principal
product of the bee world is honey
and if the bees are so all-fired busy

(Continued on Page 28)
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ANNUAL MEETING OF
AMERICAN CAMELLIA SOCIETY

February 23-26, Inclusive

Los Angeles Camellia Society
Pacific Camellia Society
Southern California Camellia

Society
Temple City Camellia Society

Have you ordeped your Camellia
seeds yet? Contact the S C C S Sec
retary.

The Council is a non-profit corpo
ration which has as its sole function
to serve as the representative of the
four component Societies. Its "head
office" is at 8159 Hollywood Boule
vard, Los Angeles "46, California.

Out of town visitors desiring in
formation about sightseeing or special
entertainment features should get in
touch with Dr. E. Clark Hubbs, 1370
San Luis Rey Drive, Glendale, Calif.

In order to carry out smoothly our
program for the entertainment of
visitors, a separate entity has been
formed called the LOS ANGELES
CAMELLIA COUNCIL, LTD. This is
a combination of the following SQ
cieties:

Visitors, upon arrival in Los Ange
les, should register in the Lobby of
the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel. They
will then be able to purchase reduced
rate tickets entitling them to the
Banquet, the Cocktail Party, entrance
to the Camellia Show at Descanso
Gardens and bus transportation from
and to the hotel.

The Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel has
been selected as Headquarters; The
Camellia Banquet will be held there
Friday evening and, likewise, the
Cocktail Party Saturday evening.

Thursday evening, February 23, it
is planned to hold a Combined Ca
mellia Meeting to which all members
of ACS or any local Society and their
friends are invited. There will be as
a special feature a Panel of Vi~iting

Experts who will answer any and all
questions.

Bus service will be arranged be
tween the Roosevelt Hotel and Hunt
ington Gardens, Descanso Gardens
and Temple City.

February 23-Thursday
A.M.-Registration of Visitors
P.M.-Annual Meeting

February 24-Frid,ay
A.M.-----:-ACS Directors' Meeting
P.M.-Banquet with ACS dignitar

ies as guests

February 25-Saturday
A.M.----'--Visit to Huntington Gardens
P.M.-Opening of Combined Show

at Descanso Gardens, follow
ed by Cocktail Party

February 26--Sunday
Temple City Camellia
Festival

Please put a red "X" over these dates on your calendar. We are planning
the biggest camellia event in the history ofSouthern California and want our
entire membership and their friends to participate.

The AMERICAN CAMELLIA SOCIETY is an organization without a
permanent meeting place. Once each year its Officers and Directors travel to
a selected city for the Annual Meeting. In 1956, Los Angeles will have the
honor and the privilege to entertain
ACS members from all over the
country. Following is the tentative
program:
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~ASANQUAS TAI<;E. THE STAND
The 1955-56 Camellia s ason for hot pell, the McCaskills had brought

the S C C S started off briskly with two large baskets overflowing with
its first meeting on ovember 8th. - asanquas, their specialty and topic

Along with old members, there- for the meeting. Very amusing were
were many visitors, all being intro- Mr. McCa kill's opening remarks
duced with welcoming friendliness by about camellias in general. He avowed
President Edwards Metcalf. Chairmen that the only reticulata he could recog
of the various committees were also nize was the 'Captain Rawes' and that
introduced to give everyone a general he considered japonicas often too stiff
idea of the number of persons the and haughty. He felt a if some ev n
Society requires to carryon it many in his own yard, he said, seemed to
activities. I stick up their no es (or petals, may-

Carrying on a tradition established ~) as he passed by. But a anquas,
ome years ago, President Metcalf ilow-"they are so democratic, so

called Harold Dryden, Ex-President:, friendly," declared Mr. McCaskill, "s .
to the front and presented him with full of natural charm and beauty.'? '
a gavel made from camel1ia wood by The slides which illustrated r.
Dr. Herbert Shirley. McCaskill's subsequent talk bore out

The program was then taken over his contentions. Like the Fourth of
by its Chairman, Caryll Pitkin who July onlookers who ga p "Ah" as
brought up Vern McCaskill as speaker showers Qf firework stars fill the
of the evenin . In spite of th sudden (Continued on Page 20)

Harvey F. Short receives the Margarete Hertrich Award for 1955 for his Camellia
japonica 'Guest of Honor,' judged the outstanding camellia seedling, outdoor grown
during a given blooming season. President Edwards Metcalf presents the award at
the November meeting of the Society.
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DON'T FLOAT 'EM - ARRANGE 'EM
By EDNA SCHOOF

After teaching and lecturing on the
"Art 6f Flower Arrangement" for a
number of years, I have found it is
like any other form of Art, an ever
changing challenge that is very hard
to capture in words. However, as far
as our Queen of Flowers, the Camel
lia, is concerned, I think if I could
tell you just one thing to remember
when 'using them in an Arrangement,
I believe I would say, "Use t~~~

simply, use very fewoft~eff!J!L~e9:gp'
arraIlg~JJ1ent al)(Cgive- each blossom
imp'ort'!I.!(2e." --.
~-'F-don't believe anything in the
floral kingdom looks as hopelessly sad
to me as a bowl of "floating camel
lias." Yes, I know they are beautiful
and the color is gorgeous, but be
cause they are lovely is no reason
why their poor little heads should be
chopped off and they should be made
into a sad little pile of blooms.

When we speak of Flower Arrange
ments, we mean just that-an ar
rangement. If you look the word up
you will find it means to "dispose in
an orderly manner; or a system of
parts properly arranged." So I be
lieve another recommendation I
would make would be to use other
foliage with your camellias and their
own bright leaves. Bring in some
transitional foliage, something finer
and in a contrasting color. In the six
years I have been a member of the
S C C S, the flowers shown in our
Shows have been getting bigger and
bigger, until when they are used in
an arrangement they are too domi
nant and carry us way back to. the
days when we used to use a "focal
point" or "Center of interest" in our
arrangements.

You know the best camellias of all
to use? They are the smaller blooms
and the sasanquas. The smaller
blooms, used importantly and not
jammed together, are the loveliest

6

flowers of all. Also, this solves an
other problem for the ladies: it elimi·
nates the inevitable explosion when
Hubby comes home and finds you
have picked one of his prize blossoms,
just for an arrangement in the house.
So, to you ladies who like to bring
your gardens into your homes, . via
the arrangement route, why not plant
some of the smaller flowers-camel
lias just for yourself?

An arrangement is a· wonderful
way to utilize blooms that are not
"show" flowers and to keep your
plants from being robbed of possible
winners.

Local members of the S C CS will see
and hear Mrs. Schoof at the December
meeting.as she executes "Camellia Capers"
in Arrangements. See page 7.

Camellia Decoration
Here are some hints on Christmassy

doings with Camellias:
For .a camellia wreath, make the

background much the same as you
would with evergreen only use Ca
mellia foliage. If you can spare it,
cut 4" to 5" tips of branches and
overlap them to form a nice fat
wreath. If your foliage is not so
plentiful, use only leaves and staple
each leaf on to the others until you
get the desired effect.. Attach your
blossoms, probably having to renew
them from time to time although the
foliage will not need changing. An
artistic way to arrange the blooms
is to fasten them around the circle
not too close to each other, having a
larger mass of them at one lower side.

For a Christmas dinner centerpiece,
a dramatic effect may be obtained by
making a gorgeous. ribbon bow and
centering it with a great cluster of
Camellias. Another intriguing style is
to start with a large grouping of
blooms and taper them in a line in
either direction down the table ending
with tiny buds.



Come and find Ouf
How-To

if these seeds will germinate after ex
periencing such heat. A few unbloom
ed seedlings were also salvaged where
the top growth had been destroyed
but sprouts are beginning to break
near or above the soil level. Perhaps
from these seeds or plants may come
a true "Undaunted Flame" or
"Smokey Joe."

E. W. 'Doc' Miller seems not the
least dismayed and he is already plan
ning to build another gem collection
and we all wager it will be better than
the one destroyed.

New ideas for camellia and other
floral arrangements will be the
central theme for the S C C S meet
ing on December 13th.

Edna C. Schoof, a member of
the Society, who studied horticul"
ture under Professor Booth at
Chaffee Jr. College in Ontario and
is now a teacher and lecturer, will
demonstrate the modern trend in
flower arranging. Camellias of
course will be much in evidence
with emphasis on their use in
Christmas decoration. Mrs. Schoof
gives a cordial invitation to all
those who would care to take

, photographs of any of the arrange
ments which she will design.

HOME OF "DRAMA GIRL" AND "MELODY LANE"
DESTROYED BY FIRE

As Reported By
MERLE S. GISH

The City of Fallbrook, California has often been newsprint for citrus and
avocado growers, water shed problems, and brush fires and the late home of
"Drama Girl" and "Melody Lane," two fine camellia seedlings introduced by
E. W. 'Doc' Miller. These and many other fine plants have been kept in a
canyon off the San Margarita River and sheltered under fine oaks and tall
sycamores.

'Doc' 'Miller and his very good
friend, Mr. Sterling Tompkins, each
in their own right loved and had
hundreds ,of fine plants, including
many of the newest and more desir
able varieties. Their collection con
tained many specimens of the older
and proven fine varieties of camellias
including several thousand unbloomed
seedlings.

Fire struck with the certainty and
swiftness of "Apocalypse" that wiped
out the home, nursery and all per
sonal belongings of Mr. and Mrs.
Tompkins and family. They were
barely able to escape with a few
cherished belongings and their pet
dog 'Petie', before the fire swept down
and charcoaled their home, lathhouse,
greenhouse, and nursery. This garden
spot was the original site of the
"River Road Nursery." Later the
Tompkins moved the retail business to
uptown Fallbrook.

'Doc' Miller's collection of fine ca
mellias represented years of, careful
selection and much vigorous and en
thusiastic work. Few have seen a
camelliaphileso thoroughly indoctrin·
ed with the true camellia bug. This
collection, one all growers dream of
having or owning is a complete loss.
'The heat was so terrific that large
gallon jars once used to cover some
precious scion after grafting were
found a molten, distorted mass. Ca
mellias were broiled,barbecuedand
charcoaled.

A few seeds were collected after
the fire. It will be interesting to see
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By CHARLOTTE M. HOAK

Did it ever occur to you that plants
like human beings can be unhappy,
very unhappy? As a garden consult
ant you often listen in on the troubles
of the unhappy camellias as you pass
from garden to garden. Once planted,
your plant children are at your mercy
and are often to endure the depreda
tions of the plant villains which you,
from lack of knowledge, force them
to associate with. Then, too, you can
plunge them into the miseries of mal·
nutrition, believe it or not.

A garden loving young couple call
ed me out the other day to prescribe
for their various ailing plants. There
was a row of camellias along the
north side of the house, which by the
way, had 'one of these modern wide
over-hanging ,roofs. They had been
mulched, they had been properly fert·
ilized, but still they looked rather
"peaked." The wax privets which they
were backed up against looked pros
perous and happy. "Those are the
scoundrels which are forcing your
camellias to look so debilitated." "But
the agent who sold us the place told
us they were very choice shrubs."
"Bring me.your newly purchased ball
ing spade and I will show you."

George drove the spade down half
way between the hedge and the cam
ellias, using all his strength to push
through the maze of roots luxuriating
in the food lately applied to the ca
mellias. "You see," I said, "Today
you must decide whether you will reo
tain the thriving hedge or enjoy your
beautiful camellias." "But what can
be used for a division line?" "Why,
sasanqua camellias, of course. They
will make a beautiful, narrow hedge
in a short time." The privets which I
had so emphatically "bawled" out
were soon "balled" out by some one

who could use them to better ad
vantage, and the money collected in
bought the lovely companion division
line of camellias.

I was invited to speak on the evils
which affiict camellias a short while
ago. As I stepped in the door my
critical eye fell on the evergreen
groundcoverwhich had been wished
on the helpless camellias. That greedy
Helxine SQleirolii. It was fairly
Qlimbing up the trunks of the camel·
lias. Two surface feeders ! We should
war against all such surface feeding
for food from the mulches and the
fertilizer should go to the camellias.
Moreover, they should have a chance
to breathe. "It will be a job to get
this voracious offender out; yet out
it must go if you want your camellias
to thrive," I said relentlessly.

Somebody gave me a good sized
'Fred Sander.' They bought it at a
bargain, they said, from a nursery
that was selling out. I love the fringed
beauty of this camellia, so I bought
the finest redwood container and
made a special soil mixture, was very
careful about the drainage. I even
stood over my gardener to see that
he did not break the ball. With all
this care this camellia was very un
happy and I was forced to extreme
measures. 1 barerooted it relentlessly.
A ball of tangled roots told the story.

Bargains are expensive at any price
if you want happy camellias. Too
much to drink is dangerous to camel
lias also. You cannot guard too care
fully the drainage you give your
choice plants. Of course you cannot
provide the sensitive roots with rub
bers, but you can avoid all the evils
that come from wet feet. Next time
you go to the mountains, bring a box

.rContinued on Page 14)
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LOS ANGELES CAMELLIA SOCIETY

Our Cover Flower
Crimson Robe - this variety is

one of the largest flowered and
most spectacular of the reticulata
family. Its color is cherry red and
the petals are ruffled and undulate.
The plant' is vigorous and upright
in habit and bears flowers as large
as seven inches in di~meter in mid
season. The leaves are large and
of a dull green.

Named "Tataochung" by the
Chinese, this reticulata has acquir
ed the synonyms of "Great Peach
Bloom" and "Large Crimson."

This outstanding reticulata· has
become understandingly very pop
ular and much in demand. Dis
tribution is -from the west coast.

with our secretary, Mrs. 1. H. Tink
ham, 135 So. Bowling Green Way,
Los Angeles 49. She would like the
names of any others you know who
should receive our notices or who
may be prospective members:

By the way, Mrs. Tinkham plans
to accompany Frank Griffin's forth
coming personally conducted tour of
European camellia centers. This
should make a wonderful future issue
of our News Letter. We had a recent
report of a London meeting between
the Ralph Peers and Bill Woodroof.
Ah well, most of us just stay at home,
disbud, and wait. Come see us on
first Tuesdays!

We want to increase our member
ship and are offering a Yunnan retic
ulata to everyone who introduces five
new members-in fact, the winners
can choose any variety.

This year we are entering a publi
cation into the camellia world in the
form of a news letter, unpretentious
at first, but we hope it will grow into
another sourceo! enjoyment a:p.d in
formation for camellia lovers. Be sure
to place yourself on the mailing list

By DOUGLAS G. THOMPSON

Christmas G~eetings to all! Another and, of course, a finer flower season
is here. I had some High Hats and a very good Youtz as early as mid-Octo
ber; and by now, I suppose we are all realizing the fruits of our patience.
There are always such good feelings of satisfaction and anticipation-the
one' for cultural efforts bountifully .rewarded by old favorites, the other as
we eagerly wait to see first flowers of new varieties. I also have a well-estab
lished succession of seedlings, many
of which will bloom this year; and
then, alas, become understock. But
well, hope does spring eternal, and
it's time enough to evaluate the sea
son as we count our ribbons, come
February.

Rightnow, perhaps I had better re
port the news from Los Angeles Ca
mellia Society. Our meetings will be
held on first Tuesdays throughout the
season. We have moved from Beverly
Hills to the Hollywood Women's Club,
1749 North La Brea. We're hoping
this more central location will better
serve our part of the community. We
hope, too, it will stimulate visits from
members of the other societies. Presi
dent Cal Mullen extends a warm invi
tation to everyone~ Program chairman
George Yule has great plans for enter
tainment, edification, and fellowship
to be served up in just the right por
tions. We are continuing to' make
every meeting a camellia show in min
iature in competition for the Arthur
Freed Cup. There will be plant raffles,
panel discussions, distinguished speak
ers, and refreshments.
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TO THE~E RELATION OF ORGANIC MAnER
GROWTH OF CAMELLIA

By JAMES BONNER

California Institute of Technology, Pasadena, California

INTRODUCTION
It is generally believed that the camellia grows most luxuriantly in soils

which contain much organic matter. There is not, however, general agreement
as to the best form of organic matter to use for the culture of the camellia
nor is there agreement as to the reason for the effect of organic matter on the
growth of this plant.

The role of organic material in soils has been the subject of extensive in
vestigation and most workers agree that the addition of organic matter is
essential to the maintenance of soil fertility over a period of years. This or
ganic matter may be added in the case of crop plants, either as crop residues,
as cover crops or· as "manure, and the beneficial effects may be determined
not only in the field but in pot cultures under experimental conditions. Work
on soils in recent years has shown that the influence of organic matter on soil
fertility is primarily due to effects on the formation and maintenance of soil
aggregates, effects on the physical structure or tilth of soil. It has in turn been
shown that the maintenance of proper soil structure is perhaps the most im
portant single factor in determining rate and amount of plant growth. Proper
structure· of the soil is essential to drainage, to root aeration and to micro
biological activities which contribute to plant welfare.

That organic matter is essential to soil welfare is therefore firmly estab
lished. Whether organic matter further influences plant growth by supplying
to the plant specific organic compounds which are utilized by the plant is
however not so well established. Most efforts to show that organic matter
benefits plant growth by any effects other than those on the soil itself have
been unsuccessful. Thus if we grow any common crop plant such as tomato,
corn, etc., in sand culture and supply it with non-limiting amounts of plant
nutrients (minerals), then the addition of organic matter is in general with
out any beneficial effect. Under these conditions effects of organic matter on
structure are excluded as are effects of organic matter due to supplying of
the usual plant nutrients. The usual crop plants do not therefore appear to
require organic matter for any reasons other than those having to do with
effects purely on the physical status of the soil.

During the course of investigations on the effects of organic matter on
plant growth it was found that the camellia, unlike the usual crop plant, does
appear to benefit from the presence of organic matter in the substratum in
which the plant is grown. This effect does not appear to depend solely upon
the physical structure of the soil. The commonly held belief concerning the
importance of organic matter for culture of the camellia is therefore sub
stantiated although the nature of the effect is as yet quite obscure. It is the
purpose of this paper to point out certain of the factors involved.

E"periment~1

For these experiments rooted camellia cuttings. were planted in individual
containers, in general 1.5 quart tin cans provided with drainage. The sub
stratum used was either 4 mesh gravel or sand containing principally particles
in the ra,nge of 10 to 20 mesh together with some admixture of smaller part
icles. The plants were supplied once each day with an excess (enough to
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drain thru the container) of a complete nutrient solution contammg all of
the major and minor elements required by higher plants. The nutrient was
adjusted to pH 5.5. Other work has shown that this nutrient solution supports
optimal or near optimal growth of the camellia under the conditions used.

The organic addenda were added to the sand or gravel in the solid form
and were thoroughly incorporated to form a uniform mixture. The addition
of peat or leaf mold to gravel or sand increases the water or nutrient solution
retaining capacity of the mixture appreciably, the effect being larger in the
gravel mixture. For this reason a control was carried out in which day was
incorporated into the sand or gravel in an amount sufficient to bring the
water holding capacity of the mixture up to that of the mixtures containing
solid organic addenda.

In each experiment 18 plants were used in each treatment. For the experi
ment, the data of which are given in Table I, the results of the series in gravel
closely duplicated those in sand and the two series have therefore been pooled.

TABLE I

Effect of Various Addenda on the Growth of Camellias (var. Pink Perfection) in Sand
Culture. Rooted Cuttings. Initial Height 7.6 cm. Greenhouse, Natural Day Length.
All Plants Supplied Daily with a Complete Nutrient Solution Adjusted to pH 5.5.

Addendum
I

No. of IAmount olAddendum I Addendum
Growth in Increase or

18 mo. Decrease
to Sand Plants % by Volume to Nutrient

cm/pl from Control

None 36 - None 26.4
(control

Clay 18 10 None 22.7 -14%
Manure 36 10 None 32.3 +22%
Leaf mold 18 25 None 32.6 +230/0
Peat 36 25 None 36.6 +38%
None 18 - Ext. of 23.9 - 9%

Manure
None 36 - Thiamin 33.9 +270/0

The typical experiment of Table I was continued over a period of 18
months. It may be seen that the addition of manure, leaf mold, or particularly
of peat, to the sand substratum gave considerably increased growth in height.
The full measure of the: effect is not given by height measurements alone
since the plants of the organic matter treatments were also more branched
and in general more luxuriant than the controls. It is unlikely that this effect
can have been due to an effect of organic matter on mere physical moisture
retention of the substratum. Thus, the effect cannot be duplicated by additions
of clay to the substratum. It is to be .stressed hat none of 16 species of crop
plants showed any such specific response to organic matter so that the effect
with camellia can hardly have been due to simple and general effects on water
or nutrient relations.

The effect of organic matter on the growth of camellia cannot be duplicated
by water extracts of the organic matter, at least in the case of manure as it
is shown in Table I. A water extract of manure, applied at a rate essentially
equivalent to that effective with solid manure was found to be ineffective
when applied daily with the nutrient solution. The active principle of manure

(Continued on Page 24)
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SOME SUGGESTIONS ON THE PHOTOGRAPHING
OF CAMELLIAS BY ARTIFICIAL LIGHT

By FRANK REINHART*

on tripod staitds, a mall-topped table,
or easily constructed pedestal, to hold
the ,bloom' or arrangement of blooms
to be photographed, and a back·
ground fixture consisting of 'a few
smooth plywood boards about four
by four feet square, with a frame of
your own devising to hold one of
them in place behind the subject. One
of ,the plywood boards should be
painted white for use in both black
and white and color shots. The rest
may be painted different colors, ap
propriate for use as, background for
your color shots.

A good method for holding the,
Camellia in po ition for photograph
jng is to press the stem into a ;logk
of white foam plastic called tyro
~. This mat ri,al photographs with
suc~ neutral effect, that the impres
sion is created that the Camellia' is
"just th r ," not resting on and held
in place by a concrete object. (fig
ures 1 and 2.)

The correct positioning of the lights
for the particular bloom with which
you are working presents the greatest
problem. If your negative turns out
overexposed or underexposed, you
simply need to make another one with
a decreased or an increased exposure.
However, if your first result turns out
to be a very elegant picture,' only
faintly resembling the bloom which
you had placed before your lens, be
cause the lighting arrangement had
been inappropriate for that particular
bloom, there are still countless light:
ing combinations which may be triedFigure I

In the photography of Camellias, as well as in the photography of other
types of flowers it is well to resign oneself to the fact that it is technically
impossible to avoid compromising. A typical example of this occurs in the tak
ing of a close.up of a pure white bloom, still attached to the leafed stem. In
order to capture the delicate texture and vein pattern of the intensely light.
reHecting petals of the bloom, it is necessary to give an expo ure so light as
to almost completely sacrifice any de
tail in the leaves. However, if for your
purpose it is ahsolutely nece ary to
have leaf detail, a heavier exposure
will have to be given,. and a certain
amount of detail sacrificed in the
bloom, In black and white photogra
phy this problem can be minimized
by slightly under-developing the neg
ative, and thereby reducing the con
trast.

Therefore it can be seen that it is
well for the photographer to have
definitely established in his mind ex
actly what he expects to accomplish
with his photograph before he starts it.

Besides the camera and tripod, the
basic equipment required consists of
four photofloods in reflectors mounted
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with the use of four photofloods.
A simple,' easy to control, and ef·

fective method..9f tacing the ligh!§ is
to put one on, eac iCle of the bloom
at a distance of about four feet, one
in back of the camera, and one be·
hind the bloom. The one behind the
bloom should be placed low enough
to be out of the picture, and directed
upon the background board. Its only
function is to illuminate the baCk·
ground. I a white blo m is beirig
photog~a"p-hed iL_._ l!.ld not j>e u~ed

-at -all. The two lights, one on each
si:"<le"iacing the bloom, are the princi.
pal illumination. These are known as
the modeling lights, and how we)) you
are able to capture the contour, depth,
and particular identifying character·
istics of the bloom depends on the po·
sitioning of thes light. For the ,C.
japonica 'Arrabella' in Figure 1, the
modeling lights were placed at a'
sharply oblique angle to the bloom.
Oblique lighting tends to give depth
to the photograph. Notice how the
center group of stamens and petaloids
is made to stand out from the com·
paratively flat body of the bloorn. For
the C. japonica 'II Cygno' Hearn's)
in Figure 2; the modeling lights were
moved back to either ide of.the cam
era, thus creating ah:nost direct fron:
tal lighting. Notice how the resulting
narrow shadows sharply outline the
formal arrangement and involute ma,r.

Figure 2

gins of the petals. Th~ fourth light,
which is placed in back of the cam·
era, is called the fill·in-light, and is
used to soften the ~hadows created by
the modeling lights. It may be moved
closer to or farther from the bloom,
depending upon the intensity of the
shadows.
* Ed. Note: Mr. Reinhart is on the
staff of the Henry E. Huntington Li·
brary and Art Gallery and took the
plwtographs used in William Her·
trich's "Camellias of the Huntington,
Gardens."

U N D E R STOe K has to go
for

The Freeway is coming through
OVER 5,000 PLANTS MUST BE DISPOSED OF
HEALTHY, VIGOROUS 3 & 4 YR. OLD STOCK

LARGE OR. SMALL QUANTITIES MAKE OFFER
ALSO NAMED VARIETIES

WHOLESALE RETAIL

SURINA'S CAMELLIA GARDENS
4808 Kester Ave.

Sherman Oaks, California
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TO THE LADIES from Page 8
or two of shaley soil to arrange for
proper drainage. In woodsy soils like
these, camellia ancestors lived for
centuries in their Chinese homeland
and were happy.

Chlorosis is a malnutrition disease
often as commOn in plants as in hum
ans. Lack of iron causes this affliction.
A dose of Irontone will counteract the
alkalinity which makes camellias very
unhappy.

(Continued on P"{Je 25)

soon as you can tell the growth buds
from the flower buds and thin to not
more than one every four or live in·
chcs.

Care must be employed in picking
the blooms so as not to bruise the
petals. Cut enough stem so you can
handle the bloom without touching
the flower. If your bloom reaches its
peak in a few days before it is to be
shown it is still possible to hold it a
couple of days in the refrigerator. If
you have the moist cold type, no spe·
cial care is necessary, otherwisc it
would be a good plan to put it in a
closed containcr such as a plastic bag
with a little watcr in the container.

All this sounds like a lot of work
but actually it's a lot of fun and the
satisfaction of growing a beautiful
flower is plenty of reward for a camel
lia grower.
Ed. nole: Mr. Pilkin's C. japonu:a
'Mrs. Freeman Weiss' was judged
best amalear bwom aJ. the 1954 Cam
eUia Show and he has won many
otMr "fir.~t.~."

GROWING BLOOMS FOR EXHIBITION
Br CARYLL PITKIN

Program Chairman sec s
The secret of growing beautiful ribbon-winning camellia blooms, if there

is a "secret," is very probably the careful attention to all the rules for camellia
culture which we all know so well. The articles on culture in the sees book,
"'fhe Camellia, its Cuhure and Nomenclature," are excellent and could well be
lhe text book for all who grow camellias.

Let's review some of the points to remember. First, of course, the selection
of the varieties is aU-important, some listed varieties being so inferior to the
newer kinds that they hardly deserve
a place in our gardens, especially if
we are cramped for room. Watch the
kinds which win ribbons year after
year and concentrate your attention
on these.

Incorporatc plenty of well pulver
ized, dampened peat moss in the soil
hefor~ planting. Don't plant too deep
ly and be sure the drainage is good.
~mellias shQuld neycr be permjtLcd
to dry out ,!nd here in Southern Cal·
ilorma especially where the summers
are long and sometimes pretty warm,
frequent watering is a must. PerSOn
ally I like to take the hose and wash
off the plants every evening when I
get home from work. It is certainly
relaxing to spend an hour or so in the
cool of the garden after a hot day and
the camellias seem to enjoy it too.

Now as to fcrtilizer; this is a most
contro\'crsial subject and many people
have very delinite ideas on the sub
ject. It seems to me that if you use a
commercial blend developed especial.
Iy for camellias and use it according
to directions, you can't go wrong. I
have used a mixture of 80 neJ: cent
COUon~ced ~ and 20 per lien! fiSh
'Teal for several,years and lind that it

oes a good job. I start using it just
,before the new growth in the spring
and apply il sparingly eyerv month

...until fall. A good mulch is a big help
lD proper care of your plants. Person·
ally I like to usc a combination of
peat moss and well roued steer man·
ure about 50-50 and apply it about
two inches thick all around the plant.

-Debudding is a must. Start in as

;



CHOOSING CAMELLIAS TO MATCH
THE TIME - THE PLACE - AND YOU

By EVELYN JOHNSON

The Feminine Angle
The choice of a camellia blossom for a woman to wear with her costume,

poses two important problems: one, the camellia must keep well enough to
remain intact for two or three hours and must not fall from its calyx and two,
the calyx itself should not be so large that the blossom stands out too far from
its position on the costume. Some camellia varieties have a naturally flat calyx:,
and they are especially adaptable for corsage use if other necessary qualifica
tions are present in the wanted blossom.

If the plants are small, take the blossom from the plant just below its calyx
and tailor it with wire and floral tape before attaching it to the costume. How~
ever, if your plants can be· cut with leaves and wood, a charming effect can
be had with the natural placement of the flower on its own stem, with a
leaf or two in natural"position. This is especially true when the small branch
and flower are pinned to the handbag.

A new trend in ladies' handbags has been the introduction of the "kang.
aroo" purse. This is a coin purse identical in outline with its parent bag and,
tucked into a horizontal pocket on the side of the bag. This kangaroo pocket
makes a natural site for display of a beautiful camellia blossom. Ordinary
care in handling the bag enroute will insure arrival at the tea or concert with
the camellia blossom in prime condition.

An evening bag, if it has been used for a number of seasons, takes on new
life and beauty if you pin a perfect Frizzle White, Hana Fuki or White Em
press on it. As an additional precaution it is sometimes advisable to carry the
blossom in a corsage box to the party. Pinning the flower on after arrival, in
the powder room, is often insurance against some disastrous incident to the
blossom enroute. To be really ravishing, the camellia should be without blem
ish and it deserves your best efforts to that end.

In choosing a camellia blossom to wear, cut the one which is most perfect
of all the blossoms in your collection which are out that day. A blossom
which is tired and past its maximum expansion a few days ago, has no place
on your best costume. Cut it if you must, -but place it tenderly with the others
that you cannot bring yourself to throwaway. Keep them close to you in the
kitchen where you can enjoy them to the last, but do be ruthless and do cut
the most strikingly beautiful blossom you have when you wish to wear it.

Much has_ been said in print about the "busy look" in costume or home
decor. I am sure it is all very correct and I do pay lip service to it; but when
I am moved to carry or wear a camellia flower, I am afraid I forget some of
the rules. I am trying to encourage you to wear and display your very beauti
ful camellias and if your dress is a "busy" winter print, wear that gorgeous
Finlandia Var. if you feel like it. You may not have another perfect blossom
again all winter; wind, rain, blight, and searing 90 degree winter weather
being what they sometimes are.

Young people find the most imaginative 'places when attaching camellias
to the costume. I recall single blossoms of tiny Prof. Sargent attached to
black velvet pumps; Pink Perfection, Mrs. Tingley and Berenice Boddy stir
rounding pretty curved "pony tails"; accenting a tiny waist, a High Hat pin
ned to a pale blue velvet belt and a lovely, smallish Maliflora (Betty Mc
Caskill) hanging on a short slender chain as a living medallion.
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For a child's birthday, shatter two or three Debutante blossoms and work
the tiny bunches of petals wired together, along the Alice-in-Wonderland
headband, wrapping with floral tape as you go. The effect on a young seven·
year-old with either straight or curly hair is glamour itself.

C. M. Wilson, Berenice Boddy, Hana Fuki, Debutante, Pink Ball, High
Hat, - in fact I cannot think of a camellia blossom that would not look
superb pinned to a fur coat or stole. They are completely beautiful with both
gray and brown tones in furs as well as with black furs.

The very elegant Hana Fuki is striking worn with light or dark blues, gray
bhies and many other shades. I have never seen it worn with violet but it
should be stunning.

If one possessed a very large blossom of one of the Chinese reticulatas
and wished to accent the costume and to display the blossom for the enjoy
ment of others, by all means wear it. If in doubt, pin it to the hair toward
the back of the hairdress giving the general effect of a gorgeous flower hat,
and entirely in proportion. If the figure is petite, do wear the camellia blos
soms in the hair. The large figure is more readily able to carry the large
blossoms and remain in good proportion. Concern to avoid the very small
blossoms is this person's forte .. Group at least three Pink Perfection-size
blossoms or two blossoms Pink Perfection-size with their leaves jf you are
the larger type woman.

So much has been said and written warning against "more ribbon than
flower" in a corsage that any warning of mine would be mere emphasis.

Photographs of winter brides often reveal camellias in the wedding bouquet.
What more joyous occasion for wearing camellias could one imagine?

Masculine Modes
San Francisco has always been to me, a very glamorous city and there

you will frequently see a gentleman wearing a fresh flower 'on his lapel. A
trip to the Art Gallery and you are sure to see true San Franciscans. They
look so very attractive and I am reminded of San Francisco and charmed
too when men of our own Camellia Society come to a meeting with a perfect
small Fir Cone, Puritan Lass or Betty McCaskill on their lapel. Kuru-Tsubaki,
the deep maroon camellia worn on a gray or tan suit with dark maroon knit
tie (and dark maroon socks, too, I hope), is a very attractive ensemble. The
beautiful Vernalis may not hold but it would be very good as a lapel flower if
it is cut from the plant before fully expanded. Chogi-Guruma is my choice to
be worn with a very pale blue shirt and navy blue tie, equally good worn on
the lapel of a dark navy suit, or char-blue suit. All the charcoal shades from
char-green to char-brown would be enhanced by a lapel camellia. I have
always enjoyed Vern McCaskill's appearance with a perfect rose·bud-centered
Shishi·Gashira on his coat l~pel. Bill Wylam attended the November meeting
of the S C C S and the lapel of his gray tweed coat was the perfect background
for a fine Australian Hiryu blossom.! Its color contrasted attractively with a
bright, dark blue tie.

Puritan Lass, a white formal boutonniere type is especially nice for a
man's coat lapel at a ~dinner party or worn to church on Sunday. <

I hope the gentlemen. will collect enough boutonniere type camellia plants
to wear their charming blossoms in season.

Mrs. Johnson has long been a sec Smember-lover, student and judge of camellias.
Her observations here are both keen and charming.
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vention consists of applying a "liquid
solution of glass, or other silicate"
with a soft brush and letting it dry.
The flower is then placed in a re
ceiver, the air removed and carbon
dioxide is allowed to take its place.
Furthermore, the receiver has a yield
ing or elastic device to prevent undue
pressure with changing temperatures.

Mrs. Vining must have moved be
cause on June 27, 1871, another pat
ent was granted to her on the same
subject (No. 116375 Improvement in
Preserving Natural Flowers) but her
address is given as Springfield, Mass.
This patent is interesting because it
is the only one that mentions Camel·
lias. Just how did she come to know
about Camellias in Springfield, Mass.
in 1871? Perhaps sOme reader will

.know the answer to this. Anyway,
after reading how it is done, the title
seems a little misleading. The IIleth
od for camellias, tuberoses, pinks, and
white flowers generally is to soak
them in very dilute lime-water until
they begin to look transparent. They
are then soaked in dilute hydrochloric
acid (50 drops to pint of water) for
three hours, rinsed in fresh water and
dried between muslin sheets. The
petals are then strengthened with
melted wax brushed on with a soft
brush and .the flower shaped. This
method is really intriguing, and I
think I will have to try it.

On October 28, 1884, Emma J.
(Continued on Next Page)

MANY METHODS SUGGESTED FOR PRESERVING
CAMELLIA BLOOMS

By C. D. COTHRAN

Early in September Elizabeth Beebe, Editor of our Camellia, Review wrote
to me saying that she had seen an article in a Sunday newspaper regarding
treating rose buds with wax and then causing them to open when wanted.
She wanted to know if the same treatment would work for Camellias. .

I replied, saying that I did not know if it would work with Camellias as
the subject, but there was a chance that it might. If anyone wants to try, the
following general method is suggested.

Select a bud with a stem several ---------------
inches long and at least two leaves.
The bud should be onty a f.ew days
from blooming, and I think the bud
development may. be the crux of the
whole experiment. Melt a sufficient
quantity of Parowax in a double boil
er and bring the temperature to 125 c

F. If the wax is too hot it will burn
the bud and cause it to turn brown.
Keep the coated buds in the refriger
ator, and remove several days before
it is desired for it to open. Remove
the wax from the bud, cut a little off
the stem, and place in water in a cool
room.

My directions sound more or less
explicit, but actually they relate only
to a general method. My interest has
been in lengthening the life of cut
flowers after they have opened, and
this interest has led me to investigate
many methods that have been devised
for this purpose. Some of these meth
ods have been patented, and perhaps
some of the readers would be inter
ested in a brief review of some of
them.

On June 11, 1867, Mrs. P. T. Vin
ing ~f New York, N.Y. was granted
United States Patent No. 65,777 on
the "Improveme·nt in preserving
flowers and other vegetable forms."
Mrs. Vining says that her "invention
is for preserving the objects in their
natural state, without change of form
or color, retaining flowers, etc. in
their original freshness and beauty
for an indefinite period." Her in-
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Woodruff (how does it happen that
all of these early inventors were
women?) was granted U~S. Patent
No. 307,157 for a "Compound for
Preserving Flowers, Etc." This com
pound consists of 2 pounds wood
naphtha, 2 pounds benzole, 112 pound
acetic ether, one half pound chloro
form, one pound sandarac, 112 pound
white dammar, 112 pound white wax,
112 ounce corrosive sublimate. This
forms a varnish into which the flowers
are dipped and allowed to dry. Does
this interest anyone?

Therese Reinherz of M1.Jnich, Bav
aria, Germany secured U.S. Patent
No. 417,384 in 1889 on preserving
natural flowers by means of a stiff
backing on the petals. This was done
by brushing an adhesive on the back
of the petals, then sticking "textile
fabric, paper, leather or similar ma
terial." This sounds like work to me,
but try it if you wish.

On October 1, 1895 Ernest Pfitzer
of Heidelberg, Germany secured U.S.
Patent No. 547,227 for a process of
preserving flowers, leaves, etc. In this
patent the material is first soaked in
alcohol containing sulphurous acid
and then in a preservative fluid of
oastor oil and turpentine in alcohol.
Since the flowers and leaves are some·
what bleached by the first solution, a
dip in a suitable dye solution is
recommended.

William Hecht, of Berlin, Germany
proposed in U.S. Patent No. 584,355,
June 15, 1897, to treat the material
as in the first step above, and then to
dip in glue and then apply colored
powders, or fine silk fibers to the
sticky surface. This process was used
to prepare the very decorative "Mak
art" bouquets.

James M. Howard of Boston, Mass.
in U.S. Patent No. 689,807, Dec. 24,
1901, proposed to dip flowers and
leaves in a solution composed of one
ounce of gum tragacanth dissolved
in a half gallon of water and to which
is added about a teaspoonful of pis-
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tachio and a teaspoonful of eau-de-
cologne. .

U.S. Patent No. 996,788 was grant
ed to Linnie E. Ostrander of Harbor,
Oregon on July 4, 1911. It has a
method which might be applicable to
camellias~ A thin glue or gelatin is
used, and to each quart is added four
tablespoons of sugar and dissolved.
Then add two tablespoons of tartaric
acid.. Keep tepid and move the flower
back and forth until all parts are
covered. Shake the flower lightly to
remove excess material and allow it
to dry. When dry the flower may be
suitably tinted by means of dye in an
alcoholic solution.

In 1912 Walter W. Gayle of Mont·
gomery, Ala. found that if he dipped
a mature but unopened cotton boll
in melted paraffin that it would not
open until the coating was removed.
This invention (U.S. 1,038,562) may
be the forerunner of the rose bud
idea.

Therese Reinherz· of Munich had
another patent issued October, 1913,
as U.S. No. 1,076,786. In this patent
gelatin, castor oil, and glycerin are
mixed together and a small' amount
of milk of magnesia and Venetian
turpentine may be added if desired.
Flowers and foliage are dipped or
brushed with this composition 'and
allowed to dry. The inventor says that
no special skill is required for apply
ing this coating. This mixture sounds
ridiculous, but a slight modification
of this makes an -excellent emulsion
for white flowers. It does not keep
well as the gelatin is an excellent
medium for bacteria.

We have a number of patents im
mediately following the above which
relate to .leaves and ferns. They are
interesting but have no application
to flowers. There was issued on Nov.
21, 1933, a patent to Phillip Joffre of
New York, U.S. No. 1,935,706, en
titled "Art of Preserving Biological
Specimens," which does seem to be
of interest. The inventor states that
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Many fine new varieties
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if you want to improve on nature you
have the experts' ways of doing it
from Civil War days to the present.
It should be noted that all of these
patents have expired and the methods
are now public property.

Mr. Cothran is a director of the
Pomona Valley Society.

the invention will produce biological
specimens such as flowers and leaves
which will be permanently preserved
as regards form and!or color and tex
ture. The inventor says to melt cam
phor, naphthalene, or paradichlor
benzene, hold just above the melting
point and quickly dip the specimens.
All of these materials slowly volatilize
and eventually the object will be com
pletely free. Does someone want to try
this? A coating of lacquer or shellac
varnish may be used to reinforce the
petals if desired.

One last patent which may be of
interest. This is U.S. No. 1,931,325,
issued October 17, 1933 to Clive N.
Pillsbury and assigned to B. F. Good
rich Co. This relates to a process of
protecting living plants which com·
prises coating the entire surface of a
major portion of the plants with an
aqueous dispersion of substantially
pure rubber, and evaporating the
water therefrom. I have found this to
be a good method for protecting
camellia blooms also. I used a mixture
of· two synthetic rubber latices, one
very hard and rather dull when dry
and the other somewhat soft and
glossy. The combination produced a
very natural effect, almost unnotice
able, and it more than doubled the
life of the flowers.

The best way, of course, is to have
enough Camellias so that there are
always ~resh ones available. However,

GARDEN ING IN CALI FORN IA IS DI FFERENT
That is why newcomers need an exClusive all-California garden
magazine with planting calendar for different sections of the
state. SUSSCRI BE TO-

"GOLDEN GARDENS"
An All-California Garden Magazine

Official Publication of California Garden Clubs, Inc.
ONE YEAR $1.50 - TWO YEARS $2.75

340 South San Pedro Street Los Angeles 13, California
Telephone: MAdison 6-8095
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CAMELLIAS IN AMERICA'
By RALPH PEER, Los Angeles

Undoubtedly the most authoritative
and comprehensive book about camel
lias ever prepared is the new edition
of Dr. H. Hume's great work CA
MELLIAS IN AMERICA, now ready
for distribution. First printed in 1946
by the 1. Horace McFarland Com
pany, America's premier horticultural
printers, it was soon completely dis
tributed. Now Dr. Hume, one of the
Founders of the American Camellia
Society, a most distinguished teacher
and a world famous horticulturist,
has brought his book up to date by
adding new chapters and many new
color plates.

This is the only book ever pub
lished which covers all phases of
camellia interest - history, botany,
propagation, world distribution, re
lated species, cultivation, landscaping,
pests, diseases, etc. In addition, there
are 65 full page color plates (71h
inches by 1034 inches) ,of actual
blossoms. All known facts have been
faithfully recorded - here we have a
reference work written in a most
entertaining fashion which shQuld live
for all time.

CAMELLIAS IN AMERICA, Re
vised Edition, 195:5, published by J.
Horace McFarland Company, can be
purchased from your favorite book
store, through your local Camellia
Society, or direct from the publisher.
568 pages, Price $25.50.

SASANQUAS from Page 5

heavens, so the Camellia Society audi
ence "Oh-ed" and "Ah-ed" as beauty
followed beauty on the screen. The
luscious pinks and rosy hues of the
popular Shishi.Gashiras, Showa-No
Sakaes and Pink Snows were inter
spersed with the lovely whites such
as Mine-No-Yuki and the delicious
Ko-Gyoku. Several slides showed use
of the sasanquas about the McCaskill's
home, including' a scene 'of the pool
with pink blossoming Tanya like an
ethereal aureole around a charming
little statue.

An unexpected and happy end to
the slides were the views of the C.
japonica 'Guest of Honor,'-the Harvey
Short seedling which won the MaJ;
garete Hertrich award for 1955. The
presentation of the silver bowl with
proper inscription had been presented .
to Mr. Short earlier in the evening
by President Metcalf.

After an intermission for refresh
ments, Mr. McCaskill answered ques
tions from the audience on sasanquas.

Bill Wylam, Judge of the entries,
awarded the Blue Ribbon for best
camellia entered in competition by an
individual owning less than 25 plants
to Don Moorhusen, taking him out
of the Novice class. Edwards Metcalf
carried off 1st for best sasanquas and
3rd for his Daikagura blossom.

The awarding of a number of
beautiful sasanquas to lucky individ
uals made a most pleasant finish to
the evening.

featuring New Sasanquas

BARRIOS NURSERY
Dept. C. R.

S e m me s, A Ia b a ma

Write for our free catalogue on Camellias,
Azaleas, Oriental Magnolias, Hollies and
many other kinds of plants.
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NEWS, NOTES' AND NOTICES

Temple City Camellia Society
Frank Williams, well known camellia lover, will show his slides of Southern

Gardens on ·December 28th at the Women's Club, Woodruff and Kauffman,
Temple City at 8 p.m.

Drawing prizes will be 13 Japonicas from the Lon~den and Councilman
Nurseries, a Reticulata and a Sasanqua, and the usual tub and shears~

You are invited to be with us and enjoy the beauties of the Middleton
Gardens (7,000 acres), Magnolia Gardens, Bellingrath Gardens where visitors
totaled 1,600,000 during 1954, Gerbings Gardens, John Illges' Gardens and
the Dave Strothers Gardens, which hosts 6,000 visitors a weekend.

Pomona Valley
With the coming of cooler weather and encouraged by our sasanquas in

bloom and the first of the japonicas, stirrings of camellia interest are again
awakened in us, as we hope in you, and we look forward to another success·
ful season with our members and friends.

For our first meetin~ we are fortunate in having as our guest speaker, a
sasanqua enthusiast, William E. Wylam, manager of the Oriental Garden of
the Huntington Botanical Gardens. His talk on the sasanqua will cover their
culture, propagation, background and adaptability. Slide illustrations will
show varieties. some never seen before. Need we remind you the Camellia
sasanqua "Bill Wylam" graced the cover of the December, 1954 Camellia
Review? .~

In our rapidly growin~ community of well landscaped homes, the sasanqua
should be better known. Bring your friends and neighbors to our meeting so
that they may become acquainted with this versatile plant. They will be most
welcome.

San D'iego
The San Diego Society in cooperation with the S C C S and. American

Camellia Society announces that its Ninth' Annual Camellia Show will be held
in the West Room of the Electric Building. Balboa Park, San Diego on Sat
urday and Sunday, February 11th and 12th. 1956. Time. 2 P.M. to 10 P.M.
and 10 A.M. to 7 P.M., respectively. Show Chairman is Mrs. Althea Hebert,
8845 Country Club Place, Spring Valley, California.

COUNCILMAN CAMELLIA ACRES
Introducing Nan Crowell-large chrome pink Elegans seedlin'g

Dragon Lady - Undaun'ted - Miss Betty
Sasanquas & Yunnan Reticulatas

Wholesale and Retail Growers
Write f~r our Price Lists

11549 East B~yant Road
200 ft. West of Peck Road
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FOR SPECIAL MENTION

A New Huntington Seedlin'g
E. C. TOURJE, Chairman
Camellia Garden C9mmittee

,There is a new exciting seedling at
the Huntington Botanical Gardens
which is very definitely a credit to
the Camellia Garden. Everyone who
has seen it is quite enthusiastic about
its possibilities, and hopeful that its
future blooms will prove to be as
beautiful as the first two blossoms.
One of these opened November first
and the other following closely there
after. The plant is a' three year old
chance seedling and in growth habit
indicates Debutante blood, especially
the foliage which has much the same
shape, color and serration. But the
bloom! Four and one-half inches
across; three inches thick; alabaster
white petals and petaloids arranged
in rather loose peony form again sug
gestive of Debutante but not quite as
tightly formed. Certainly one of the
most interesting features is the com
plete absence of stamens. This is not
only unique in blooms having this
form, but doubtless accounts for the
purity of color and the total lack of
the creamy effect so common among
peony and anemone form whites hav
ing stamens. In the course of time,
grafts of this amazing new aD;d ~as

yet unnamed Camellia will provide
blooms from which it can be deter
mined just how good the variety is
when propagated. The grafts will also
provide material fOJ:, 'distribution
among the nurserymen, thus enabling
wide and equitable 'dissemination.
Until then it is, of course, unavailable
to anyone.

But, the point I wish to make is
that you and I can also grow these
fine seedlings from the same seeds
as those which produced the exquisite
bloom described in the above para
graph. Actually the Huntington Staff
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grows relatively few seedlings, and •
your percentage is just as good as
theirs' on chance seedlings. Now, the
likelihood of getting something
"good" is better than ever before be
cause the plants of newer and more
interesting varieties, at the Hunting
ton, are reaching seed bearing size
in increasing numbers; 'and I think
we are all agreed that the probability
of growing better seedlings from seeds
derived from good parentage is better
than those coming from crosses of
less desirable varieties. This year's
supply is being rapidly depleted. We
have already sold all "white" seeds
harvested separate from other seeds,
although the "mixed Japonicas" con
tain many seeds harvested from plants
of white varieties. Better get yours
while the viability is still high. Don't
wait-and be disappointed.

The O,ld

Just as the promise of a wonderful
new seedling is worth ,special men
tion, so is a certain other camellia
in the Huntington Gardens that has
bloomed there for at least 65 seasons.
Not surprising is it that this is a 'Pink
Perfection,' that variety that to many
individuals has practically symbol
ized the Camellias. This Pink Per
fection plant was four or five feet
high and planted by the old Shorb
house when William Hertrich first
went to work for Mr. Huntington.
When the house was torn down to
make way for the Huntington man
sion, the camellia was transplanted
to a prominent spot in the North
Vista which obviously it took over for
its happy permanent home. Year after
year it has been a mass of blooms.
One year so many buds dropped off
that Mr. Hertrich instructed a guard
to pick them up daily and bring to his
office. In less than six weeks he had
counted around 2,500 buds. A greater

(Continued on Page 25)



By CARL A. WESTON, President
Men's Camellia Club

NEWS, NOTES AN D NOTICES, Continued

Central California Society
Program Chairmen for the year will be Mr. Lewis Levalley and Dr. Walker

M. Wells. The Society will hold its Annual Camellia Show on March 4th, 1956.
An official Test Garden is to be established at the Fresno State College.

Potomac Valley
Fungicides, Insecticides to be Tested - The Chairman of the Society's

Special Committee, Mr. Edward P. Carter of Hyattsville, Maryland, has an
nounced that during the coming- year his committee will undertake controlled
experiments with various fungicides and insecticides recommended for use
on camellias.

Mr. Carter, a plant pathologist by profession, will endeavor to determine
the efficacy of the various preparations tested and also whether or not the
particular climate of this area plays a part in their effectiveness.

ANNUAL CAMELLIA SHOW PLANNED
~~

Our Club is planning to have its
annual Camellia Show March 10th
and 11th, 1956 in Charlotte, North
Carolina.

If Mother Nature will just give us
a little break, we are going to have· a
fine show and expect to exceed
the 12,000 attendance we had at our
last show. To interest the "profession
al amateur," we plan to award to the
best unlimited collection. The only
limit will be one blossom of each var
iety and credit for "show quality"
blooms only. I have not seen this tried
but it seems to me that it should draw
out the collectors and at the same
time take them out of the way of the
small amateur so that they may have
a chance at some ribbons too.

While it is not a new idea, we also
plan to award to the best professional
collection to encourage the nursery~

men to· put their "best foot forward"
for us.

We have a very good bud set in
this area. The late March freeze did
do some damage and resulted in the
early bloomers setting their buds
about a month late, the midseason
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flowering varieties are not so late and
will probably bloom on schedule. I
am guessing that 'Mathotiana' and
the sports of it will take a good share
of best in show this year. All 'Math
otianas' have the first good bud set
in about three years and all of them
are full of unusually large buds.

FOR SALE
The Secretary of the Society has

the following books for sale:

Our own book, "The Camellia, Its
Culture and Nomenclature," a 1956
revision $1.50 or $.90 each iIi lots of
not less than 12, will be ready in
January.

"Camellias in the Huntington Gar
dens," by William Hertrich. Vol. I
and II, $10.00 each.

'"The Yunnan Reticulatas," 50¢.

"Old Camellia Varieties," a list
with brief descriptions compiled at
the request of the Council of the
Royal Horticultural Society of the
R.H.S. and. the British Museum, by

(Continued on Page 24)



FOR SALE from Page 23

A. I. Ellis. A 374 page, 9x11 book,
reprinted by permission by Mr.
Ralph Peer. $5.00.

"Two Cats and Forty Camellias,"
a 136 page story form about the
growing of Camellias mixed up with
cats and cooking by our own member
Elizabeth Councilman of Councilman
Acres. $3.00.

"Flower Arrangements of the Ohara
School" the 1952 edition; Printed in
English in Japan in folder form this
book has six pages of descriptive

matter and twenty-four colored prints
in the Japanese manner. $4.60, from
$10.00 to $12.00 in bookstores.

"Camellias in America, 1955," by
H. Harold Hume. $25.50.

"The Camellia, What to Do," publish
ed by the .Oregon Camellia Society.
35¢ postpaid.

Sasanqua issue of the Camellia
Review, 75c postpaid. 57c in orders
of 25 or more.

All prices mail and tax prepaid
when payment is received with order,
otherwise these charges will be added~

GROW"rH OF CAMELLIAS from Page 11
so far as camellia is concerned is not then due to any simple water soluble
compound. This is not to- say that camellia growth cannot be increased by
certain simple organic compounds. Table I also includes data on plants grown
in sand orgravel and supplied daily with thiamin (vitamin B1 ) in the nutrient
solution. Growth was significantly increased, a result in accordance with those
reported earlier by various authors. Various considerations make it clear
however that the effect of organic matter on the growth of camellia cannot

. be in general due to thiamin. Thus, peat which is very effective in increasing
growth of the camellia is a poor source of thiamin. Thiamin is also ineffective
when applied to soil since it is strongly absorbed on the clay fraction.

Con'elusions
The experiments which have thus far been done indicate that camellia

does grow more luxuriantly in the presence of organic matter. This con
clusion is based primarily on the fact that camellia grown in sand culture
with non-limiting water and non-limiting mineral nutrient supply responds to
the addition of solid organic matter by increased growth. The behavior does
not seem to be due to effects on water retention by the substratum and ap
pears to be an effect over and above the usual influence of organic matter on
soil structure. Leaf mold, peat, and manure are all effective, with peat perhaps
the best under the conditions tried. The effect does not seem to be due to any
readily water extractable material contained in the organic matter.

Best of The Old
Fin {'.S t 0 f· T h p N (' W

Available now:

3555 Chaney Trail

Alta dena, Ca,1 if.SY. 4-3383

Conrad Hilton, Marguerite Tourje, Reg
Ragland, Drama Girl and The Reticulatas

UCCIO'S
URSERIESN
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TO THE LADIES from Page 14
A beauty bath, the same as you

ladies use, w!H make your camellias
most grateful, washing them free from
summer dust and corroding smog.
Just plain Epsom Salts to you, scent
ed with your favorite pine, violet or
rose, but your plant sprays come un
scented for the foliar feeding of your
shrubs. Magrlatone is a reliable brand.

Then mulc4es bring a smile or
frown. Put on>lightly' after the stale~

last season's one has served its pur
pose. A smile' of comfort follows the
fresh mulch be it compost, peat or
leaf mold. Deep mulches make the
surface roots uncomfortable. Perhaps,
ancestral taste should be consulted.

SPECIAL MENTIO,N From Page 22

number than this flowered on the
plant.

It is a real tree now, with trunk
about six inches in diameter from
which sturdy branches fork in a wide
graceful sweep of foliage. The tree is
almost square, measuring over fifteen
feet in both heighth and' wio.th. It
stands truly well named, a Pink Per
fection, delighting thousands of per
sons every year who visit the Hunt
ington Gardens;

Stick to the leaf mold if you can get
the snow-line kind.

Miss Hoak is Horticultural Editor
of "Golden Gardens."

FOR "rHOSE WHO PREFER BEAUTY TO SIZE

ALISON LEIGH WOODROOF
EXQUISITELY DAINTY SEMI-DOUBLE - PALE PINK SHADING TO

GLOWING PINK BORDER - SMALL TO MEDIUM SIZE 
EXTREMELY FLORIFEROUS - FRUIT BLOSSOM QUALITY.

Graft$ - 12-18", $7.50; 18_24", ---- $10.'00
DONATION - Strong Grafts - $10.00

McCASKILL GARDENS
25 S. MiCHILLINDA AVE. E.PASADENA 10, CALIFORNIA

Just in Time for Christmas ....
Th~New, Completely Revised Edition of

, IICAMELLIAS IN AMERICAII
By H. HAROLD HUME

This handsome, complete guide to camellia culture includes the
fascinating history of this romantic evergreen shrub. In the nine years
since the first edition of this comprehensive volume was published,
enormous progress has been made in all phases of camellia growing.
New species and varieties, new control measures for pests,new nomen
clatural research have spurred interest in camellias. All these new
developments are covered in this revised edition without dropping any
of the original.

Dr. Hume is widely revered for his scholarly and yet. practical
treatment of many branches of horticulture. He brings a lifetime' of
study and experience to his present task.

568 Pages 28 Drawings
65 Full Color Illustrations 70 Black' and White Illustrations

$25.50 postpaid
J. HORACE McFARLAND COMPANY

BOX 687 HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
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DON & BLANCHE MILLER CAMELLIAS
Announcing the distinctive new· - .

C. japonica 'Coral Pink Lotus'
Also many fine other \·arieties. including MARJORIE MAGNIFICENT.

SHIRO-CHAN, ANN MILLER, MRS. FREEMAN WEISS, ROSEA SUPERBA,
ADOLPHE AUOUSSON SPECIAL (willi lots of white)

Retail (In rear) 6212 Slio Gabriel Blvd. San Gabriel Phone AT. 7-7982
Wholesale 6' Retail _ 331 W. Duarte Rei., Monro",i,

(A.M. only) Phone EL. 8-5100

California Redwood Plant Tubs
There is more fun in gardening-better results, too, when you Can control
the soil, shade and water conditions. Doubling in duty and decoration.

Octagonal tubs from 12 to 24 inches - Square tubs from 8 to 18 inches.
Designed and made especially for camellias and azaleas.

For $lile If your Neithborhood Nursery

PATIO WO.OD PRODUCTS
us Commercial Street ~" Cabriel. Californ~

AZALEAS CAMELLIAS
CYMBIDIUMS GARDENIAS

PEAT MOSS - FERTILIZERS

Camellia and Azalea Lists Upon Request

MARSHALL'S CAMELLIA NURSERY
6747 NORTH ROSEMEAD BOULEVARD

At the Ii," of the Red Call'lellia Yl. block louth of D"arte Rd.
AT. 6-0452 S.... G..bri,I, C,lil,

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION ,
BOARD OF DIRECTORS. SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CAMELLIA SOCIETY;

c/o Secret..ry, 40 N. Sa.. Rafael Ave.. P,nde.., 2, Californi ..
I hereby make application for membership in your society and enclOSe $5.00

for the current year's dues.
NAME....._......._........ ..... _... _. ....__ ...._-_ .. ,....... _-- .. ... _-

(Plea<8 print o. i';;;~('" (Hust>.nd a;;i"':i(;;·tomb;;;;;cr~·';'e .ate)
STREET T. H. CURLEE~ ... ... ... ..... . .. --.-.......

CITY . 1"0 'Box 423 ..- ZON,.. . _.. s~ ......._....

BUSINESS ORA~NGteURG: s. c. .,~r ... 7.::.:..;:.. - ... .. ....
SPONSOR.. . , . .... 7'··~ .. i _... .... ..... . .. . ........_..

(SIgn ture)
APPLICATION MAY BE MADE BY UTTER IF PREFERRED

I
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"WHITE FOR DECEMBER"
suggests

HARVEY F. SHORT

Camellia Sasariqua being early, has
been much proclaimed, and second
glances are cast on pure and dainty
white flowers.

"Setsugekka" (Elegant Friends),
will be found a highly rated one to
enjoy. "Autumn Snow" and "Moon
Moth" are two new additions of ex
cellent character. Another known as
"White Frills" is an exceptionally :fine
one, inclined to make a spreading
bush, and will SOon be available to
the trade.

In the Japonica grquping, several
beautiful white ones make the early
Fall and Christmas Season. Aside
from our well known Alba Plena,
others that appear are the Joshua
Youtz, Dessa Thompson, Bride's Bou
quet, Masterpieoe, White Empress,
the handsome Shiro-Chan and the
very. new Conrad Hilton. Emmett
Barnes is rated early, and the new
seedling, Julia Stafford, will bear
watching as a :fine one.

To find out where the above varie-

For the very best in Ca
mellias shop at Bamico,
your one stop Garden
Center.

For the finest in House
Plants we suggest a visit
through our greenhouses-

•

ties may be obtained, write to "Clear
ing House," care of the Editor of the
Review.

INDEX TO ADVERTISERS
Bamico Gardens _._ 27
Barrios Nursery _ _ __ _ 20
Camellias in the Huntington

Gardens, Vol. IL Back Cover
Coolidge Gardens 19
Councilman Camellia Acres 21
Golden Gardens 19

Marshall's Camellia Nursery 26
McCaskill Gardens 25
McFarland .. 25
Miller's Nursery .._ _._ _ _ 26
Nuccio's Nursery _ __ __ 24
Patio Wood Products _ 26
Surina . . 13

NEW ADVERTISING RATES - EFFECTIVE OCTOBER, 1955

Inside back cover, $40.00. Full page, $35.00. Half page, $20.00. Quarter
page, $12.00.

Send for your money saving contract now. It pays to advertise in the
Camellia Review.

So. Calif. Camellia Society
to No. San Rafael Ave.,
Pasadena 2, Calif.
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REVI EWER from Page 2

around the camellias, where is the
honey? Here is a splendid chance
for a commercial by-product of all-out
appeal. Train the bees to do your
pollinating and have some hives
handy. Anyone for Camellia honey?

Coming - Coming!
The new revision of the nomen

clature book. It will be published in
mid January, 1956 and will be issued
at that time to all members, including
affiliated members who .have paid
their 1956 dues. It will be issued
thereafter to members as their 1956
dues are paid.

This beautiful new Nomenclature
Book will be the 5th revision issued
by the .S C C S, marking a steady
growth of documentary knowledge of
camellias from the four page bro
chure called "Classification of Camel
lias" which was put out in 1942. If
you have one or five hundred camel·
lias, you just can't afford to be with
out this book. It's so simple-be sure
your dues are paid and wait for the
mailman.
The Unconquered

Our Camellia seeds have, of course,
being going out, literally by the
thousands (and in passing if you
haven't ordered yours yet, you'd
better hurry and do so right now)
and we hope to have some interesting
letters soon from some of the pur
chasers. Planting camellia seeds gets
to be quite a habit; from the casual
individual who occasionally flips them
into the ground and steps on them, to
the technical expert who conducts
year by year experiments. An old
member of the S C C S who is a con
firmed seed purchaser is Mr. Paul
Dennison. For some years he has
worked with seeds and complains that
his results are too negative to make
any real report. In fact, the camellias
seem so impervous to insects, smog,
and even X-Rays that he is engaged
mostly in seeking some drastic meas-
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ures that will affect them. For in
stance he tried quite tremendous radi
ation on the seeds along with tulip
bulbs. The amusing result of this was
that the tulips were all definitely
dwarfed while the camellia seedlings
showed no effect whatever. Must be
their invincibility that makes them
such a challenge.

Camellia Time Out

We were relaxing in the smogless
California sun the other morning tak
ing a few minutes off to contemplate
our sasanqua 'Colleen.' Temporarily
arrested by unseasonal hot days, buds
were now showing clear pink and
delicate blossoms with timidly but
witl} irrepressible force were opening
as surely as Time ticks on. Here in
this plant, we thought, could be found
arguments for the perfect life: tran
quillity unruffled by human pettiness,
beauty taken for granted; a force
minus the nervous thrill of cracking
the thermal barrier or riding in the
transonic stratum. Suddenly we com
menced to feel superior-all of this
power represented in this plant we
gloated was under our thumb. 'Col
leen' must be cared for,. shaded,
watered to achieve its goal for 'Col
leen' is a civilized camellia, no more
blooming on a rocky Oriental hillside
struggling for survival against nature
as did its ancestors. Now it is de
pendent on civilization-in fact, on
us. Maybe that's what keeps all camel
lia growers so fanatically bound; the
products, dramatic, beautiful, wonder
ful are their achievements. "My ca
mellias," they can say. Probably just
as well to' let all camellias know right
here and now that we, humans, have
the upper hand.

It's Christmas
So have yourselves some wonderful

holidays with a plethora of camellias
and heaps '0 good wishes

from
LIZ



Camellias
in the

:HUntington gardens
by

WILLIAM HERTRICH

Curator Emeritus

*
VOLUME II

In this volume, Mr. Hertrich continues the description of
varieties and cultivars of C. japonioa, plus the available Kun
ming C. reticul,ata varieties. Included in the introduction are
detailed instructions of grafting techniques and brief historical
notes on the species reticulata.

270 excellent clear black-and-white reproductions, each with
detailed description; 3 full-color plates of the C. reticula-tao

Bibliography. Nomenclature with Synonyms Cross-Indexed.

389 pages - - $10.00

A Camellia Classic

Published by The Huntington Library

Order now from the Publications Office, Huntington Library, San Marino

9, California. Residents of Califo·rnia please add 3 % sales tax.
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